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and St. Stephen's Green at their mercy. The authorities had been taken by surprise, and for these days were practically prisoners in Dublin Castle, but with the arrival of troops from England, the rebellion was easily quenched, and by the end of the week most of the ringleaders were in the hands of the Government.
Asquith, the Prime Minister, himself went over to Ireland, and did his utmost to keep the inevitable penalties within bounds. Fifteen of the leaders were tried by court martial and shot, 160 were sentenced to various terms of penal servitude, and 1800 deported to England and interned there. Asquith all parts of Ireland, making his own inquiries, and u~tne deeply impressed with the necessity of going
'-----Jiately with Home Rule, if Mr. Redmond
•liamentary party were to be given a chance res over the Sinn Feiners and the Repub-svas supported by Mr. Balfour and Mr. >nsdowne and other Unionists strongly iggle which nearly broke the Cabinet, ± abandoned.    Mr.  Duke, who had .s Chief Secretary, proved to be a mild ostponement of Home Rule, combined ^xgS aroused by the executions after the »h power to the extremists, and from this icir candidates were almost uniformly successful
JU>.
he Somme
was now entering upon its grimmest stage, and
of strategy were in abeyance while the Allies idr lives on the western front. In February metidous German assault on the great fortress of mticHi which the French held to be of the utmost ix>tli as the eastern elbow of their line and for
".IMS* of material that was accumulated there. "             !>attie-cry "They shall not pass," the
mm agaimt wave upon wave of the oncoming ::far am^ is&f they looked for the promised *W which was due m the summer. That was
tte Somsm on July i w*d continued withoutut the plan went astray; the German ship was intercepted and scuttled by her crew to escape capture, and Casernw* was brought ashore in a German submarine. The nartv to meet him mistook their road and drove into the sc drowned, and when he landed he fell into the a police, who immediately arrested ^™ ~~J London. The organizers of the • to call it off, but a section of t going on, and for a few days part of Dublin, including theffre for the^itumn led to immense losses with litde results. The Britis^phpld up before Loos? die Erendb,
